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Scottish Parliament Infor mation C entre l ogo 

William Simpson’s Home (Transfer of Property etc) (Scotland) 
Bill 
 

Bill Number:  SP Bill 40 

Introduced on: 28 January 2010 

Introduced by: Trustees of William Simpson’s Asylum (private bill) 

Passed:  9 June 2010 

Royal Assent: 27 July 2010 

 

Passage of the Bill 

The William Simpson’s Home (Transfer of Property etc) (Scotland) Bill was 
introduced in the Parliament on 28 January 2010. 

The committee established to consider the Bill (under private bill procedure) 
published its preliminary stage report on 7 May 2010.  This was followed by a 
preliminary stage debate in the chamber on 12 May 2010.  Consideration 
stage of the Bill was held on 25 May 2010. 

The Bill was passed following a final stage debate in the chamber on 9 June 
2010 and, following Royal Assent on 27 July 2010, became the William 
Simpson’s Home (Transfer of Property etc) (Scotland) Act 2010. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 

William Simpson’s is a charity providing residential accommodation for people 
with alcohol-related brain damage or mental health problems.  It also provides 
respite and day care services.  The charity was constituted as an incorporated 
body by a private act of parliament in 1864. 

In light of: (a) changes to charity law, regulation and practice; and (b) social 
changes increasing the demand for the charity’s services, the trustees of the 
charity concluded that arrangements under the 1864 Act for its operation and 
governance were no longer appropriate.  During the final stage debate, 
Shirley-Anne Somerville noted that: 

“The trustees wished to change the home’s [ie the charity’s] 
constitution to provide better governance arrangements and to 
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develop its work to provide services to a wider and larger group of 
people, but they considered that such developments were not 
possible given the restrictions that were placed on the home and 
the trustees by the 1864 Act.  After investigating a number of 
alternatives including the use of charity law, the trustees concluded 
that, given the statutory nature of the charity, the only way in which 
to achieve their objectives was to introduce legislation through the 
private bill procedure to transfer the existing property, rights, duties, 
interests, employees and liabilities to a new charitable company 
and to dissolve the existing home.” (col 27058) 

The Bill set out measures to achieve these aims, which are now provided for 
in the resulting 2010 Act (which came into force two months after receiving 
Royal Assent). 

Parliamentary consideration 

The preliminary stage report indicated that the committee: (a) recognised the 
necessity of the Bill in terms of the charity’s operation and future development; 
and (b) supported the trustees’ commitment to retain the original ethos of the 
charity.  The general principles of the Bill were agreed following the 
preliminary stage debate. 

Some technical amendments were agreed to by the committee during 
consideration stage of the Bill. 

Following a short final stage debate, the motion to pass the Bill was agreed to 
without division. 

 

Frazer McCallum 
Senior Researcher 
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